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Union has increased almost two and a half times since 1913,
cotton and sugar-beet recording the greatest advance and
the widest dispeision.

Go Lion is a technical crop of outstanding importance.
Coiton is the White Gold of Central Asia. Cotton drove
the Tsarist Government to extend its impel ial power into
Central A&ia, Lo the lands of which it was said even in pre-
revolutionary days that people " talk cotton, sing cotton,
play cotton, work cotton, study cotton and dream cotton ".
The Tsarist Goveinment seized, but did not expand, the
cotton industry. Half the cotton used by Tsarist Russia
still came from abioad.

No foreign cotton, however, need enter the Soviet
Union now. The U.S S.R. grows its own supplies of a
material without which it could neither clothe itself nor
face war with any proper chance of success.

Tackling the problem with scientific thoroughness, the
Soviets have enlarged the units of production and modern-
ized its methods. Irrigation is ovezhauled. Petrol pumps
displace the old camel, padding its monotonous way round
and round the water-wheel. Clean concrete channels
replace the old mud irrigation ditches and conserve the
precious water. Seeds of new and tested quality are used in
place of inferior varieties and raised in hot-beds for trans-
plantation, with vastly improved crop results. When the
cotton harvest is lipe, Soviet and American mechanical
pickers sweep across the farms, sucking up the white fluffy
flowers as they go.

Central Asia is the traditional home of cotton, and the
Central Asian Republics of Uzbekistan and Tadjikistan
account for half the annual supply. This large quota is
possible, and may be expanded further, for several important
reasons. These provinces, possessing the necessary supplies
of water and hot sunshine, are the natural and admirable
home of the cotton plant. Again, cotton is a crop of high
economic value and capable of fetching good prices.
In these circumstances the concentration of a large area
on a single crop is more profitable than provision of supple-